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The Impact of Security Cooperation between the GCC Countries on the
Fight against Terrorism (2002-2015)

By:
Muhanna Al-Siyabi
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Abstract
This study aims to highlight the security cooperation between GCC countries in the

fight against terrorism, study and analyze the geopolitical determinants of the GCC region
and identify the overall domestic and foreign challenges facing the GCC countries. The
study also reviews the root causes for the emergence of terrorism and the possible ways to
counter it in view of the greatly similar environment of the Gulf. Furthermore, the study
explores the security legislations in the GCC countries and their effectiveness in combating
terrorism. Finally, future security cooperation between these countries is assessed and
conclusions are drawn for the future headway of this cooperation.

The GGC countries enjoy a strategic and vital location coupled with great history and
economic capabilities. The region has become a ground for western ambitions and
competitions for political and military dominance. These geostrategic factors are key for
the region to feature in ambitions of the surrounding political space. As a matter of fact, the
gulf region constitutes a link between three continents in addition to strategic position
facing the Arabian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. The importance of the region is also

recognized for being a huge reservoir of oil resources.

This study attempts to identify the geopolitical factors and natural and human resources in

the region and their impact on the security cooperation.

The study also seeks to review the reality of terrorism in the Arabian Gulf region in
terms of definition, causes and relevant indicators. Therefore, the study tries to understand
the nature of the existing security cooperation and the impact of security legislations in the
fight against terrorism and in maintaining the security and stability of the region.  Finally

the study will present several recommendations drawn from the outcomes of the study.
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The study concluded that the security challenges of terror is rife in the environment of
these countries whether the danger of terror or extremism or the conflicts and crises in
Yemen, Iraq and Syria that produce more terrorist organizations and criminal activities.
These organizations have become more technologically advanced and leveraged the social
media to recruit the youth. The GCC countries sensed the threat of terror and successfully
achieved major victories in the fight against it after 35 years. It is a great achievement
compared to the regional and international efforts. The fight against terror included the
activation and modernization of security legislations and the creation of coordination
centers to exchange information on terror such as the establishment of Gulf Police Force
(Gulf Interpol) in 2015. The study came up with several recommendations which could be

summarized as follows:

To reinforce the gulf region against destructive thoughts that feed and nurture terrorism
through awareness;

To increase the family involvement in counter terror efforts;
To ensure that the young people are activity engaged in communal reforms;
To entrench the concepts of nationalism in young people as well as security personnel;

To support the security apparatus with technologically advanced equipment to deter
extremists;

To reduce the increased levels of expat workers
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